WEST    INDIAN   WORKERS   IN   A    BANANA-PACKING   CENTRE
Americans have played an important part in the commercial development of Costa Rica, and have
virtually monopolised the banana trade.    One American business concern holds thousands of
acres of banana plantations, cultivated and worked on the most scientific principles,   These
plantation?-present a wonderful spectacle of luxuriant vegetation and provide labour for a large
number of negroes from the West Indies, both in the field and in the packing-sheds
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so helped on the prosperity of the people. Of course, there is still ample room for vigorous and intelligent utilisation of the Costa Ricans' resources. They have many good qualities, but they are not likely to undertake this themselves. Their steady-going, peaceable disposition, however, gives Costa Rica a far better name as a country for settlers than
any other Central American state enjoys. It has not been disgraced and damaged by the frequent revolutions which have disturbed the rest. Even when dictators have arisen, there has been no fighting to speak of, and next to no bloodshed.
The chief reason for this uncommon proof of good sense is the faint interest taken in politics, apparently due to the
1460